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The 11th Annual Winter Meeting should have been 
called: “Third Time is the Charm”. This event was 
scheduled for February 7th but was delayed to February 
27th due to unsafe winter driving conditions. Then the 
event scheduled for February 27th was delayed due 
to unsafe winter driving conditions. Finally, we did 
get to meet on March 15th for the 11th Annual Winter 
Meeting at the Timber Rattlers Stadium in Appleton, 
Wisconsin.

The Board of Directors meet the evening of March 14th 
and forwarded several issues to the general membership 
for vote, including addressing changes in the By-laws, 
and the decision to be engaged in a community service 
project with the Coon Valley Baseball group to rebuild 
their flooded baseball field.

Our new Past-President Bart Bartelme started the 
meeting by introducing the new President, 

Mike Krupke, and our 2019 Board 
of Directors.  President Krupke then 
delivered two Roy Zehren Student 
Scholarships, at $2000.00 each to Nick 
Quarberg of the University of Wisconsin-
Platteville and to Jordan Gretzlock of the 
University of Wisconsin-River Falls. Both 
these young men have already engaged in 
the profession of Sports Turf Management 
and will be great professionals in the 
future. 

Our first presenter was Dan Feick 
of FRS Design.  Dan has extensive 
experience in irrigation design for both 
golf courses and sports fields with over 
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Well, here we are, Spring in Wisconsin. 
Some of you are still knee deep in snow, 
with sports seasons potentially beginning 
in May, and some of you are overwhelmed 
with the pressure of anyone who isn’t a field 
manager, telling you the fields are ready 
for play when YOU know they are not. 
The yearly “Spring in Wisconsin” battles 
continue…

Greetings! I am Michael Krupke, your new 
President of the WSTMA. I have the honor 
of following some pretty amazing turf 
managers into this position. My hope is that 

we continue a steady climb on the path before us and continue to grow 
and strengthen the organization so we are a valuable tool in your Turf 
managers tool box. To the right is your 2019-2020 Board of Directors, all 
ready to assist you in your Sports Turf related issues.

My brief history, if you don’t know me, is I’ve been in the turf business 
since 1990, much of that time as a Golf Course Superintendent. About 
8 years ago, I left that side of the turf industry and my switched focus to 
Sports turf. I am currently at Insight FS, helping other turf managers on a 
daily basis. 

We’re excited here at the WSTMA about the future of the organization. 
We have a new recruiting video (check out link on the website), and 
a new YouTube channel that will have educational videos to help our 
members find information regarding sports turf and field maintenance. 
Also, knowing how important education is in our field, we are committed 
to bringing you top notch presenters to our bi-annual Education 
Meetings. 

We’ve also decided that there needs to be more sports turf related 
research in our great state so we’ve enlisted the services of the UW 
Professors do pertinent research for Sports turf managers. As you’ll see 
later in the newsletter, our first problem we took a look at was controlling 
Annual Bluegrass (poa annua) in Blue/Rye turf stands. We hope you find 
this valuable information.

Lastly, I have to extend a huge thank you to all of the members, vendor 
partners and Presenters that stayed with us as we canceled 2 of our 
dates for the Winter Education Conference due to the insane weather we 
experienced this winter. We ended up having a great day with some very 
interesting and pertinent presentations. 

So, we hope to see you all at our upcoming events this year and 
remember, our Board of Directors and our Chapter manager are always 
here to answer questions or field ideas and concerns.

May your roots be healthy…

Michael Krupke

President’s Message

WSTMA 2019 BOARD CONTACTS

O F F I C E R S

Mike Krupke, President
Insight FS 

mkrupke@insightfs.com

Josh Viet, President-Elect
Midwest Athletic Fields 
josh@midwestaf.com

Mike Robel, Commercial Vice President
Reinders, Inc

mrobel@reinders.com

Allen Behnke, Treasurer
Howard-Suamico School District 

allebehn@hssd.k12.wi.us

Bart Bartelme, Immediate Past President
Green Bay Packers

bartelmeb@packers.com

MEMBERS
 

Scott Johnson 
West Salem School District 

johnson.scott@wsalem.k12.wi.us

Mike Miller 
UW-Whitewater 

millermj@uww.edu

Ron Novinska 
Oregon School District 

rjn@oregonsd.net

Michael Oium
Iowa-Grant School District

Todd Putz 
Watertown School District 

putzt@watertown.k12.wi.us 

Mark Robel 
Reinders, Inc

mrobel@reinders.com

Rex Zemke 
Wausau School District 
rzemke24@gmail.com

Peter Bemis  
2206 Park Drive 

La Crosse, WI 54601 
Phone: (608) 792-9264 

Email: pbemis@wstma.org

C H A P T E R M A N A G E R
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The Wisconsin Sports Turf Managers 
Association is announcing their 
commitment to assist the Coon 
Valley Baseball Association with the 
redevelopment of their community 
baseball field.  The Board of Directors 
approved this project at their March 14th 
meeting and the general membership 
voted their approval at the March 15 
Annual Winter Meeting in Appleton.

Last fall several earthen dams broke 
due to high flood water.  This resulted 
in over eight feet of water flooding this 
community baseball field and park. Most 
of the fencing had to be taken down, 
there was a large amount of silt left on the 
field, the infield will have to be reshaped, 
and many other details to complete to 
return this field to playing condition.

Plans require the development of a 
drawing showing existing grades so that a 
new drainage plan can be developed. The 
site will have over one acre disturbed so a 
Storm Water Management plan will also 
be required.  Eventually we will have a 
work day where our membership will 
have an opportunity to show their skills.  
The pitching mound will need to be 
rebuild, the plan area will need new clay 
and rebuilding, new bases will need to 
be set, the outfield will need fine grading 
with seed and fertilizer, and the infield 
will need to be rebuild.

More information will be available on 
the website or by contacting Chapter 
Manager, Pete Bemis at  
pbemis@wstma.org.

GREEN GIVEBACK: 
COON VALLEY 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
PROJECT
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Key Question: How do Prograss, Xonerate, and Tenacity, as separate, in tank mixes, and timings effect annual bluegrass coverage 
in a sports turf setting? Because the plot markers were lost from the Spring 2018 trial, a new trial was initiated in September 2018 
that followed very similar protocol as the Spring trial.
 
Materials and Methods:
This study was conducted at the Oregon High School practice field in Oregon, WI during the fall of 2018 to evaluate the efficacy 
of herbicide control on annual bluegrass. The study was designed as a randomized complete block design with eight treatments and 
four replications. Individual plots measured 6 x 4 feet. The study site was on a native soil football field (2.5 inch mowing height) 
that had extensive annual bluegrass populations in the existing Kentucky bluegrass and ryegrass. The treatments were designed to 
evaluate different application intervals and number of applications of Prograss, Tenacity with a non-ionic surfactant, and Xonerate 
against tank mixes of Xonerate and Tenacity. Treatments were applied using a CO2-powered backpack sprayer calibrated to deliver 
86 gallons per acre. Percent plot cover of annual bluegrass, desirable turf, and bare soil was evaluated bi-weekly after spring 
application. Desired turf injury was assessed visually as needed on a 0 to 9 scale with 0 being no injury and 9 being complete turf 
death. Visual quality was assessed using the standard NTEP scale of 1 to 9, where 9 represents the highest possible turf quality, and 
6 represents the minimally acceptable turf quality. Treatment means were separated using Fisher’s Least Significant Difference at 
alpha = 0.05. 

Table 1. Treatments and application rates for the products used in the trial.

PRELIMINARY REPORT: CHEMICAL CONTROL 
OF ANNUAL BLUEGRASS ON ATHLETIC FIELDS

Doug Soldat, Ph.D. & Nick Bero MSc.
Dept. of Soil Science University of Wisconsin-Madison

Results:
The research site had approximately 70% coverage of annual bluegrass at the beginning of the trial. This spot was on the south end of 
a football field, near a tree line which partially shaded the plots. Averaged over the fall season, the only treatments that significantly 
reduced annual bluegrass coverage contained Tenacity (Table 2). Of these, the treatment consisting of five applications of Tenacity 

CONTROL 5 APPS TENACITY 3 APPS XONERATE/
TENACITY
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Table 3. Visual estimate of annual bluegrass cover by date 
during the study. Different letters indicate statistically 
significant differences (p = 0.05)

Table 4. Visual estimate of desirable grass cover by date 
during the study. Different letters indicate statistically 
significant differences (p = 0.05).

(treatment #4) was the most effective, having less than 10% annual bluegrass coverage on the last rating date of the season (Table 3). 
The tradeoff for this relatively good level of control is that the treatments with the highest level of annual bluegrass control also had 
the highest level of bare soil at the latest rating date (Table 5) and lowest turfgrass quality (Table 6).

While the Xonerate + Tenacity treatments were fairly effective at controlling annual bluegrass (Table 3), the Xonerate treatments alone 
were not very effective, this suggest that Tenacity is the most important factor in that combination. This study will continue into the 
spring of 2019, so it will be interesting to see how annual bluegrass populations change among the treatments next season. 

Table 2. Average ground cover of poa, bluegrass, and bare soil, and visual quality, and turf injury from 10 May – 10 July 2018. Results followed by 
different letters within each column are statistically different according to Fisher’s Least Significant Difference (alpha=0.05).

Table 5. Visual estimate of bare soil cover during the study. 
Different letters indicate statistically significant differences (p = 
0.05).  *aeration occurred on (probably around 16 october, maybe a 
touch before)

Table 6. Visual estimate of turf quality during the study. Different 
letters indicate statistically significant differences (p = 0.05). 
Data collection not conducted on 16 Nov

Table 7. Visual estimate of desirable turf injury by date during the 
study. Different letters indicate statistically significant differences  
(p = 0.05)
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Advanced Turf Solutions is pleased to announce that 
Mike Parent, President of H&K Sports Fields LLC, a 
Wisconsin-based athletic fi eld construction company, 
has joined its team. WithParent on board, Advanced 
Turf Solutions plans to expand its sports fi eld 
consulting, renovation,construction, and maintenance 
services into Wisconsin by adding a crew of qualifi ed 
fi eld technicians based in Milwaukee this spring. 
In anticipation of this expansion, the company has 
purchased most of H&K Sports Fields operational 
assets.

“Advanced Turf Solutions has enjoyed working 
together with H&K Sports Fields on several 
projects over the last few years. Bringing Mike 
and the H&K Sports Fields brand to Advanced 
Turf Solutions will be benefi cial for the employees 
and customers of both companies,” said Jamie 
Mehringer, Vice President of Sports Turf at 
Advanced Turf Solutions.

Both companies have shared a commitment to 
building safe, playable, and aesthetically pleasing 
athletic surfaces and providing exceptional service 
from design through project completion. With the 
expansion of Advanced Turf’s fi eld maintenance 
services into Wisconsin, it will have service 
teams in three states –Missouri, Indiana, and now 
Wisconsin.

"H&K Sports Fields has earned a great reputation 
for designing and building sports fi elds that 
become a source of pride for local communities,” 
said Mike Parent, President of H&K Sports Fields. 
“I look forward to continuing to build on that 
reputation and off ering our customers an even 
higher level of product selection and services as 
Advanced Turf Solutions.”

Advanced Turf Solutions, Inc is an independent, 
Employee-owned distributor o� ering an extensive 
portfolio of quality sports � eld products. Our sports 
� eld service teams provide our clients with sports turf 
construction, consultation, and maintenance services. 
We are committed to servicing the sports turf 
markets with practical know-how and outstanding 
service, delivering maximum value to our customers.

Learn about Advanced Turf Solutions by visiting 
our website at advancedturf.com or following us on 
Twitter @ATSSportsTurf.

Advanced Turf Solutions and H&K Sports Fields Unite

EROSION RESISTANT
DUSTLESS
EASY TO INSTALL
MAINTENANCE FREE
Natural Crushed Stone Pathway Materials

“Over the years Erin Hills has tried an array of products for
our undulating walk paths. The wax polymer and stabilized 
crushed granite from Kafka Granite provides a superior 
combination of ease of installation, durability, limited 
maintenance, and great aesthetics.” 

– Zachary Reineking 

 Director of Course Maintenance for Erin Hills

Photography 
by Paul Hundley

kafkagranite.com/golf
800-852-7415

GraniteLET US PROVE IT.
Mention this ad for a FREE trial 
of our Wax Polymer Pathway Mix.
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SEED • FERTILIZERS • PESTICIDES • DEICERS • CONSULTATION • CUSTOM APPLICATION
EROSION CONTROL PRODUCTS • SOIL SAMPLING • ATHLETIC FIELD SUPPLIES • FIELD CONDITIONERS

SEED • FERTILIZERS • PESTICIDES • DEICERS • CONSULTATION • CUSTOM APPLICATIONSEED • FERTILIZERS • PESTICIDES • DEICERS • CONSULTATION • CUSTOM APPLICATION

Michael Krupke, Madison - 920-723-0936 • Tim Gagnon, Oconomowoc - 414-333-8082

THIS IS WHAT HAPPENS 
ON OUR HOME TURF.

THIS IS WHAT HAPPENS THIS IS WHAT HAPPENS THIS IS WHAT HAPPENS 
Certified Turf Specialists

Advanced Turf Solutions and J&D Turf are your 
full-service partners for creating safe, playable, 

and aesthetically pleasing natural grass and other 
athletic surfaces for athletes of all ages and abilities.

• Consulting
• Soil Testing and Analysis
• Turf Establishment
• Custom Chemical and 

Fertilizer Application
• Field Grading
• Drainage and Irrigation

• Topdressing
• Aerification
• Overseeding
• Field Edging and Realignment
• Pre- and Post-Season Cleanup
• Fraze Mowing
• Construction

janddturf.blogspot.com

advancedturf.com
@J_DTurf

@ATSSportsTurf

Brent Amann

Mike Parent

Wisconsin Location

bamann@advancedturf.com
(262) 475–8263

mparent@advancedturf.com
(920) 495-9522

2556 Advance Road, Unit C
Madison, WI 53718

(608) 709-1331

Armor Tech
®
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20 years of experience. FRS Design incorporates 
proven and emerging design methods in each project. 
FRS Design off ers a full range of services from master 
planning, design development, construction documents, 
construction observation resulting in a down to earth 
irrigation system for the client. Dan’s presentation 
showed several examples of mistake people have made 
in design and installation, as well as many of the new 
options available to incorporate water management tools 
into new and existing systems.

After a break for members to engage with our vendors/
Partnerships, Mike Krupke introduced Troy Carson, 
Senior Research Agronomist for the Toro Company. Part 
of Troy’s position is to help determine the products and 
needs for the future from turfgrass professionals. Troy 
made the point that we need to engage in the making 
management decisions based on data. One such example 
would be to maximize the use of sensor collecting data 
for better measurement of soil moisture within the soil 
to direct our maintenance decisions. Another example is 
the development of equipment that can sample 500 soil 
samples in 45 minutes on a sports fi eld. The greater the 
detailed data, the better we are at managing the smaller 
area of the fi eld. 

The layout of irrigation systems on sports fi eld should 
allow us to better manage smaller sections of the fi eld 
to address compaction zones and drainage patterns. 
We need to be better educated on the use of measuring 
compaction on fi elds. The measurement on 8 standard 
locations of a football fi eld does not provide enough 
data to address soil compaction. Troy spoke about how 
equipment is being developed to 125 samples of soil 
compaction to get a more accurate picture of compaction 
and subsequently how Sports Turf Managers can use 
this data to develop better maintenance practices and 
improve the safety of the sports fi elds.  

Troy recommended that members review the website 
Playsmartplaysafe.com. This website sponsored by 
the National Football League speaks to research that 
is being used to enhance player safety.  Something as 
simple as the proper shoe selection can lower player 
injuries. There is a chart and information for all players 
at all levels to help them make better shoe decisions and 
improve safety.

Another example that Troy cited was the report from the 
American Journal of Sports Medicine in their January 
2019 issue that spoke of synthetic fi elds safety. Troy 
stated that there are more injuries on synthetic turf over 
natural grass systems, especially with injuries of player 

to fi eld contact not player to player contact. Troy also 
said that if your natural grass turf fi eld do not have an 
irrigation system you will most likely have an unsafe 
playing surface. 

Clearly, the industry needs to get more of this type of 
information in the hands of our members.  The industry 
also needs to fi nancially support studies that will develop 
data for improved playing fi elds for our members and for 
the players.

After an excellent lunch by the staff  at the stadium we 
listened to a presentation by Neil Ihde, speaker, trainer, 
storyteller and founder of Life IQ.  Neil presented “4 
Secrets to Becoming a S.T.A.R. -How to Attain Success 
in your Persona and Professional Life.”  Neil showed 
us how successful people have certain characteristics 
in common. These individuals are in our circles. They 
encourage us, inspire us...we are better for having known 
them. Over ten years ago, Neil made a list of my favorite 
people on earth and began to examine their infl uence and 
what made them so special. They achieved much in their 
personal lives as well as in their work. Neil found that 
each of them was a S.T.A.R. and uncovered their secrets 
on how they became that way. Neil indicated that we can 
l unpack essential, practical, and life-altering information 
that you can put into practice today.  Success, teaching 
moments, ambition, and resiliency can be learned from 
successful people and applied to our personal and 
professional life.

2216 N. Green Bay Rd.
Waukegan, IL 60087
847.336.1205

BURRISEQUIPMENT.COM

V E R S AT I L I T Y 
T H AT  W O R KS
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www.SiteOne.com
LOCATIONS NEAR YOU

 N27W23477 Paul Rd
Pewaukee, WI 53072-5735

262.347.0037

6100 W Executive Dr Ste G
Mequon, WI 53092-4471

262.512.1852

8520 Fairway Place
Middleton, WI 53562

608.831.3240

1970 S Van Dyke Rd
Appleton, WI 54914-8253

920.733.2298

2840 melby St
Eau Claire, WI 54703-0562

715.834.2124

SAFETY AND PLAYABILITY START 
WITH A WORLD CLASS  PARTNER!

The meeting continued as President Mike Krupke 
reported on the study conducted at the OJ Noer 
Turfgrass Research Center at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. The WSTMA paid for this 
study, which will be continued in 2019.  The results 
of this review of which products were most success 
at management of Poa annua will be posted on the 
website.

Chapter Manager, Pete Bemis, presented several 
topics for review by the general membership. The 
first item was the review and updating of the by-laws. 
Copies were available for review at every table. The 
acceptance of the new by-laws was approved by the 
Board of Directors and the general membership. The 
updated by-laws will be posted on the website. 

The next item was whether, or not, the membership 
desired to take on the challenge of a community 
service project by helping the Coon Valley Baseball 
program with the renovation of their baseball field.  

Due to two earth dams breaking last fall the field 
was flooded by over eight feet of flood waters. Coon 
Valley is located about 30 miles south of La Crosse 

and is a small community of approximately 780 
people.  Their baseball field was used by several 
teams and they were scheduled to host the state 
American Legion baseball tournament in 2019.  
Obviously, a community this small will have limited 
resources for this project. The WSTMA membership 
approved this engagement with this project for 2019. 

Our attendance was down this year, but with two 
cancellations and rescheduling we had to take what 
dates were available at the Timber Rattlers Stadium. 
We thank our Partners/vendors in industry, and the 
members that were able to attend.  We did have 
approximately 54 people in attendance for the event. 

PLEASE NOTE: At the Winter Meeting in 
Appleton three members were to receive a free 
WSTMA shirt. Unfortunately, their names and 
addresses have been misplaced. If you are one of 
the three winners please contact Chapter Manager, 
Pete Bemis at pbemis@wstma.org.
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   w        ww.milwaukeel.milwaukeelawnsprinklerawnsprinkler.co.comm
262.252.3880 

Michael Todd, CID  •  JJ Busalacchi, CID
John Michels

Sports Turf
Systems Since 1974HCC CONTROLLER

Wi-Fi Control for Up to 54 Stations

Visit hunterindustries.com/hcc to learn more.

Eric Simmons
Eric.Simmons@hunterindustries.com  |  630-200-7581

It all starts 
 with you. 

Just after daybreak, with no 
one else around. We get it.

For more than 70 years, we’ve 
walked the walk. We’ve been in your 

shoes. In many ways, we are you. 

Whatever your field needs,
think Beacon. 

800-747-5985
BeaconAthletics.com

FIELD MAINTENANCE  |  GAME/PRACTICE EQUIPMENT  |  NETTING SOLUTIONS

Save the Date
Wisconsin Turfgrass Association

2019 FIELD DAY
JULY 23, 2019
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Introducing 

Enroll once and you're in
the program.  It's simple

and quick.  For every parts
or service order you make
with J.W. Turf in 2019, you
earn a 5% credit towards

future equipment
purchases.  

Visit
jwturfrewards.com

Scott Akey
ASLA, CIC, WaterSense Partner
Area Specification Manager – Great Lakes, Midwest

(260) 409-2196    |    sakey@rainbird.com

Rain Bird can help ensure your 
sports turf performs at its best.

With a complete line of irrigation products, 

Rain Bird can help you care for your turf like 

no other manufacturer can. With Rain Bird, 

you’ll benefit from innovative technologies 

designed to deliver superior turf, while 

helping you save time, money, and water.

Protect your turf. Protect your players.
Protect your reputation.

That’s intelligent.

“In my opinion, Rain Bird products provided 
excellent water application uniformity and 
the ability to easily manage the system, plus 
the expertise provided by Rain Bird was very 
beneficial to the project.”

— Fabio Camara
Technical Director, World Sports Company
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The 24th Reinders Green Industry Conference was held 
March 13-14 at the Waukesha Expo Center in suburban 
Milwaukee, WI. 

Celebrating innovation in the green industry, the 
conference sported nationally-recognized speakers as 
well as more than 45 educational seminars covering 
trends in turfgrass diseases and fungicide chemistry, to 
management of outdoor athletic facilities and event-
based lighting.

The Midwest's largest independently 
run green industry conference produced 
3,000 donuts, 1,700 lunches and over 
5,000 beverages for nearly 1,500 
attendees and exhibitors over two days. 

Awards were given to select customers 
for their projects and management 
practices involving innovation. 
Winners included Extreme Exteriors 
(Aquatics/Outdoor Living), Westmoor 
Country Club (Toro Environmental 
Stewardship) and Twilight Solutions 
(Landscape Lighting) and David J. Frank 
Landscaping, Inc (Legacy of Innovation). 

Attendees were eligible to win an all-

expenses-paid trip to Disney World by participating in 
booth questionnaires, as well as daily iPad giveaways 
and high-score prizes for Golden Tee and Big Buck 
Hunter. 

Reinders is a Wisconsin-based green industry distributor 
with 12 locations throughout the Midwest. Reinders has 
hosted their green industry conference every other year 
at the Waukesha Expo Center since 1973. 

Follow along @ReindersInc.

Reinders Celebrates Innovation at 
24th Green Industry Conference

 
Wisconsin’s Premier 

Sod Source 

262-835-2826 
 www.jaspersonsod.com  
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N110 W13125 Washington Drive   |   Germantown, WI 53022   |   (262) 703-0032
Sports Turf Sales Representative:  Jon Baus  |  jbaus@clesenproturf.com  |  (262) 202-3000

Clesen PROturf Solutions is your partner in fertilizer.  

Let us apply your fertilizer with our 
state-of-the-art custom fertilizer spreader trucks, 

saving you time and money.

  Germantown, WI 53022   |   (262) 703-0032
Sports Turf Sales Representative:  Jon Baus  |  jbaus@clesenproturf.com  |  (262) 202-3000

saving you time and money.saving you time and money.saving you time and money.saving you time and money.saving you time and money.saving you time and money.saving you time and money.saving you time and money.saving you time and money.saving you time and money.saving you time and money.saving you time and money.

We spread and supply these professional grade fertilizers

For more information about our spreader truck service 
and a video of our trucks in operation, visit:

clesenproturf.com/spreader-truck
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2206 Park Drive 
La Crosse, WI 54601 


